
October 4, 1994

EX PARTE

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

PRUDENCE H, PARKS

A TTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW

11301 POPES HEAD ROAD

FAIRFAX. VIRGINIA 22030

703-278-9272

RECEIVE,D

OCT - 41994

FEDERAL ea.tMUNICATk?NS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W,
Washington, nc. 20554

RE: PR Docket No. 93-61 DOCKE1 F\LE. COP~ OR\G\N~L
Automatic Vehicle Monitoring Systems

Dear Mr. Caton:

On Tuesday, October 4, 1994, a copy of the enclosed letter with attachment was delivered
to all of the Commissioners and their Confidential Assistants as well as Thomas Stanley, Bruce
Franca and Richard Engelman of the Office of Engineering and Technology, Richard Smith and
Michael Marcus of the Field Operations Bureau, and Ralph Haller, Beverly Baker and John
Borkowski of the Private Radio Bureau.

Two copies of this letter are being submitted to the Secretary of the Commission pursuant to
Section 1. 1206(a)(I) of the Commission's Rules.

Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions or require additional information
concerning this matter.

No. of Copiesrec'd~
UstABCDE



DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Washington. DC 20585

OCT 3 0 1994

RECEIVED

OCT - 4199~

FEDERAl. CQMMUNICATKlNS COMMISSIC»J
OFFICE Of THE SECRETARY

Ruth Milkman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 814
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Ms. Milkman:

On June 24, 1994, the Department of Energy sent a letter to your office expressing its concerns
with the proposed licensing of Automatic Vehicle Monitoring Systems, addressed in PR Docket
93-61. It has recently come to the Department's attention that this letter is currently absent from
the Commission's record on this proceeding.

We wish to underscore the Department's continuing interest in this proceeding and its potential
impact on the present use of automated utility distribution systems and meter reading devices.
Accordingly, we would request that the Department's letter be made a part of the record so that
our views will be given due consideration during the Commission's deliberation. A copy of the
July 24, 1994 letter is attached.

Sincerely,----

David A. Kovner
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

cc: Peter Fox-Penner

"*Printed with soy ink on recycled paper
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The Department of Energy has concerns about the propo~ed adoption of , .
. regulations for Automatic Vehicle .Monitoring Systems, addressed in PR Do~ket

No. 93-6L ,The proposed rule would permanentlylieense the operation of
'AutomatieVehiele Monitoring Systems (AVMs), in the 902-928 MHzban'd~ The·
Departmen.t believes other -opti ons for meeti ng the needs for Automati t Vehi el e
Monitoring Systems shouldbe~explore.d.··,<·' .., '. " .'. ~

'The902-928MHz band, is' the. same 'band used by 'natural gas. distri'butors, .
e1 eetrie utilities, 'and 6therutil i ti es forautomatedutil i tydi stributi on
systems that have s~vera1. benefi'cial 'funetionsincli.tding real-time pricing,
demand-s; de management' (energy eff; ei ency ·and .1 oad management), enhanced
sys'tem re1j abi 1i ty , "and' automati e ,meter, read i ng. The' D,epartinent .of Energy

" recogniies that' several Public Utility Corrmissions have approved substantial',
. investments byutilities'in these.·systems,·investments that tlte Department,'has
,.also.,enc·ouraged. The '1 i cens i rig, of AVM sy~tems under theproposedrul e wou1 d.

adversely affecf.th~;,·utilization· of these benefieialsystemsin the 902-:928 .
. ·MHz .band.T~e Department ,urges 'you, 1:o.tonsid~rand c~refu11y ~valuatethe. .

,.' ne'g'ativeimpactof ,"' tcensi ngAVM .,sYstems.:in,~he .902-:-928 MHz:, band on uti 1,; ties·· :'
. and· on 'the ,a~t,ainn\ent:'of'nat;ahaJ.· ehe-rgy~,:env~ ronmeJ:)ta1,:, and :econotni c .goa1S~ ,

.. ;~. I~' :,~:~~e~: hfs:t6'ri ~··Jh~·'.Fcc,~~{a~~~;ded '.; i'~ :"r~,'e$ -'to 'faci 1;tat~: 1;h~:aeSi~n 'and
," <us~ '0.1. .lIspread,spectrumn·t~chno 1ci9Y, the freque'n~Y,devices.,used; po~he: 902-928-

', .. ,', MHz. band on an unlicensed b~sis •.. In GENDocketNo~ 89-354,.theCQrrmission .
, , ~. ·enco·uraged·Uthe development' and '.implemeptati on. of.:.and u·se'.·o( spread spectrum '.

. . systems c()nsi~tent',with the basic precept of the'Par~ 15, r~les.that",n'on~.:
,r.· ·;.. li censed.:oper~t1on~~:,~r.~.not:J9..-c:.ause:ha.rniful.,·i nt~rferenc~:.t«(·e~ta~l.~ sh.ed .,, ..

. .·'services.". licenSl ng "oLAVM "systems to operate'ln.thesame·bandraiS·es the , '.' ': .
'.' .' . high probabi'lity'of: interferente:by;·.current:.unJicen~ed. Part 15 systems~.While '".' ,

===. '. ~=ufrlit'es .'ana-'o1:h~el:'rwhlf opel'at~tlevTce"'s'4il~-t hiS~-bahd --uri'de'rst:alfd:th-enave~ncr-' ~.;::"~:"
.~ ." . . -.. ,",: .,., - ,.-. '.' "'l~':_' ',' :" ':" \ .' :.~.~.....:,\ ..:.~ -, ..:~.:.~. ;{~;'.,:" ..:.. ~':i .'r .' ";~"';~:~~ •

, , ..'... ' '." .'.'. , .. ' . " .-'

:t ..' .... .' ~, Rep~~t·'~j,~.cider, G~N D~i:k~:;~~~' ~9~35~; FCC 90~233t;elei~~~'j~f{ ~.' ,:, .
I j , •

1990.',



.' ,

....
, .,.

.' '. ' '. '. .".., '. . " . \'

rights~to·interfer~Jice.. protection, we urge the FCC;to consider the effects of
.~~,e">prop.Q;s~'~"~~~F::,t~f~h,npJ?~Y.,o~/t~~~s,~s"o~,~u~,o~,a~~d u~i ~ i ty 'di s.~ri bution ."."

;" ,,~ :i"~~S:~;;:"':":"':'"'~"::""'~:~"'}:(::,::;j;~<:'~:.~::::}',~:.'.,~"C" .>'~.:'.~":':'.;\"-,'::,,/:~, ..... '.: '. ',', . -. :<'~;' '.'' "
,'_Utilities hav'e'a wide' v'ar,iety of requiremenfs~,";operating conditi'ons;·;:and .. ··,'."

',:';"::':::'a'pp1jc~tfo'n'srthat "rie·eda'tl'~'adequatespectrum to~"provfd~;' eff; ci enta,nQ Yeffecti ve'
. :i :-t~:'~'custome'r ,'. services .'; c' Investments'maae '. by"'many,'util i ties; n,automated ;:systems .
}.'~/·~ti.relf,:()n,the. ~totTini S510n ' s;curreni:::f.e'sefv·ati'ol)' ;o'f'~'thiS" band :'for,:un)i.e~·nsed:t , '
;,:~'k7~i{~~~¢yj¢e's: JMany:"of'::the~~Sop;era'~j9ij~'1J:sl~JeillsX~~Y!Ps'~,~,th,e,-:Ad.miJl5;~tt~t i:~~Is.,i(;;:~/i:'

';efforts In\energy._.efJ1CJency .'enVlronm~nta l;protectlon~;'and' real.;t,meprl clng.
"'._ -. .., "'., " ,'," " .. -'l:~" '••:,-..._.~_.-'" ",,--,'" '_'+" '-'f.,:'.-' .:,./., ,""',"",": ".', ,.,' ' " ,/,':' ',,' ,.. ".',.

'>;;.;~~ ·:;,::A~~ol1)ated,.!-Iti) ity /d), st.r,j,~'ij'ti c:m\sf~:~em:.~PPIJ~~tt(n1S,,;lrsl~.~~,.'~',sm~r,~,~':~f~nJr~ ~ .:" .
:':''':;'';'i'UOlts'at Gustomers ',,'homes:,-tM.tdlsplay'the'presentpflceof,'electr1clty;;". ': .
.. 'j";>"~fAno'ther)'pp Heati on)Jlow'(.iti·terrup'H on's' ,to "f>e":reported'froin 'eclch;'house ':and ..

.'<:~from, various ,poin'ts 'on ·:the ,u~i 1i ty di,stri but,i on:lJet)'iork. The uti 1i ti e.s' can" . , ;
. th,en det'ernii ne preCi sely the exte'ntof pow~r t>utages~arid tan expedi te'repai rs

to' ~estore service f!lore'quickly. Lastly,' automatic meter reading islisedto
hel P.' utj 1i:!:i es' co11 ect, energy-use data from thei r customerS:autom~ti cally.
. . - ,,' ,. :" .. , ," -" ,. '-,', ' '" , .. r;,' '

. ' , .

The Department of EnergyrecolTlllendsthat'the COlTlllission weigh the negative
impacts of 'licensing' AVM systems in the 902-928 MHz band and explore other.
options to 'meet AVM system needs that, do not adversely affect the 'present and
future utilization of automated utility distribution systems and meter reading
devices.

1 .

1 Sincerely,

O1wSTWE 80ui
. Chri stine' A. Er,vin '.,
Assistant Secretary ..
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
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